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of a celebrated group in the Chamber, known generally
as the " hinge," for it was situated at the junction of the
Conservative majorities with those of the Left. In Right
Ministries the hinge formed the most advanced, that is
to say, the Left. In Left Ministries it constituted the
Right. Almost as soon as a Governmental crisis began
one could witness the gambols of the President of the
group, for it was very rare for him not to be called on to
form part of the new combination. It was his turn !
Forget the " hinge " ! What had the unhappy Paul
Reynaud done ? The President of the group made it
quite plain to him the next day. This worthy was a
solemn and pretentious creature who, on the pretext of
having been a professor of law, specialised in long and
soporific speeches. Because of the tinge of his hirsute
covering he was always called " violet beard."
As its essential characteristic M. Paul Reynaud's
Ministry counted within it six Socialists which assured it
of about 150 votes on its extreme Left. A certain number
of those who had been his colleagues in the Daladier
Ministry disappeared. The most notable were M. Guy
La Chambre, for reasons already given, M. Delbos,
M. Gentin, M. Rucart and, above all, M. Georges Bonnet,
who had but little anticipated such a thing. In fact, at
sight of the list he could not believe his eyes !
What! He, who, solely for the personal benefit of
M. Paul Reynaud, had just issued a decree shortening the
delay hi the automatic transformation of the separation
of " bed and board" in divorce. He, who by his
permanent conspiracy had co-operated so largely in the
fall of M. Daladier and consequently in the accession of
M. Reynaud, he to be left oat! He would soon show
M. Paul Reynaud what he could do! He would be the
very soul of the vigorous campaign which throughout
March 2ist and 22nd would be launched against the
Cabinet in the Chamber, and the like of which I have
seldom seen in the forty }rears during which, from my seat